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The Institute of Social and Religious Research 


Unique in its conception and its methods of functioning, 
the Institute of Social and Religious Research (230 Park 
Avenue, New York, N. Y.) is probably of peculiar interest 
to the readers of this Service. Many of the Institute’s 
publications have been reviewed in our Book Review num- 
bers. Much of the data prepared by the Institute has been 
used by this Department’s staff. It seems appropriate to 
ptesent a concise and comprehensive review of the Insti- 
tute’s work. The following account was prepared by a 
member of the staff of this Department and is based largely 
upon materials furnished by members of the staff of the 
Institute of Social and Religious Research.—THE Ep1Tor. 


ORIGIN AND PURPOSE 


The idea of a permanent religious research and survey 
organization was conceived by some of the members of 
e survey staff of the Interchurch World Movement. 
ey held the view that an ecclesiastically controlled agency 
was not the most competent to conduct unbiased studies 
in the realm of religion and church organization, and they 


Btherefore suggested an altogether independent agency. 


Their efforts were seconded by others and resulted in the 
organization in January, 1921, of the Committee on So- 
tial and Religious Surveys, which later became the Insti- 
tute of Social and Religious Research. The original mem- 
bers of the Committee were John R. Mott, Ernest D. Bur- 
ton, and Raymond B. Fosdick. Charles R. Watson was 
the first executive secretary. The plan and purpose of the 
Committee were submitted to John D. Rockefeller, Jr., 
who gave his cordial approval and offered to give most of 
the funds to finance the undertaking. The purpose of the 
Committee as then stated was to bring the methods of 
weial science to bear upon the solution of religious and 
secio-religious problems, and also to promote cooperation 
among the Christian forces of the world. It should be 
emphasized that the Institute was in no sense the “residu- 


tm tty legatee” of the Interchurch World Movement, and 


that its only relation to the Movement was in the comple- 
tion of a few surveys. 

The first projects were based on five studies begun by 

Interchurch World Movement; for example, its 


im OuNnty surveys and the St. Louis church survey. Before 


completion of these original surveys, requests had been 


, Wil Made by religious and social leaders for other pieces of in- 
emycstigation. It was pointed out that while large sums were 


ting spent for research in the natural sciences and in gen- 
tal education, there were no research agencies indepen- 

t of ecclesiastical control doing comparable work pri- 
marily in the field of religious life and institutions. 


In 1923, the name was changed to the Institute of So- 
cial and Religious Research, with a view to making clear 
the independence of the enterprise and the increasing 
breadth and thoroughness of its operation. The organiza- 
tion was then incorporated under the laws of the state of 
New York. The governing body of the Institute is its 
board of directors, which at present consists of eight mem- 
bers: John R. Mott, Trevor Arnett, James L. Barton, Ken- 
yon L. Butterfield, W. H. P. Faunce, Paul Monroe, Fran- 
cis J. McConnell and Ernest H. Wilkins. Galen M. Fisher 
is executive secretary. 

In January, 1929, the scope and the functions of the 
Institute were considerably revised by the decisions of the 
board of directors that thereafter its activities should be 
confined to research and investigation, and that the small 
part of its income which might be granted to other bodies 
should be given only for specific and well formulated 
projects of research. 


FIELD oF ACTIVITIES 


The Institute has undertaken studies not only in the 
field of religious life and institutions but in race relations, 
character education and rural sociology. In 1927, however, 
the directors decided to focus attention more closely than 
before on the Protestant church in North America. 

The selection by the Institute of a project for research 
is determined by considerations such as these: its suscep- 
tibility of scientific inquiry, its importance at the present 
stage of social and religious thought and activity, the rep- 
resentative character of the request for the inquiry and 
the prospect for the utilization of its results, its relation to 
earlier inquiries in the same field, and the availability of 
capable investigators. Speaking broadly, every project 
has one or more of the following purposes: To solve a 
specific problem; to discover principles or trends; to ex- 
plore a little known field; to develop an improved tech- 
nique of research. 


SPECIFIC PROJECTS 


The projects of the Institute or those of agencies that 
have been subsidized by it may be described under seven 
heads. 

1. The Christian Church in Its Social Setting 

In the study of the church, as in its other studies, the 
Institute guards against espousing specific policies and 
programs. Its purpose is impartially to analyze conditions 
and to discover trends so as to enable the responsible 
leaders of the churches to frame and carry out whatever 
policies they may deem desirable. The studies made of the 
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church in North America may be conveniently classified Councils or federations of churches were studied durigm of Nor 
as rural, urban and suburban. 1928 in twenty cities. An intensive study of the prineig inf miss 
The first study of the rural church covered the town and and procedures of comity adjustment among the Proteg pegun 
country churches in twenty-five counties in various sections churches in a segment of Minneapolis was conducted of the | 
of the United States, and resulted in twelve volumes, of cooperation with the local Federation of Churches durigm made @ 
which ten were devoted to individual counties and two the winter of 1928-29. The data gathered will be publi AB loan, in 
were summaries entitled The Town and Country Church in several volumes, two of which have mental nationa 
in the United States (1923), and The Social Survey in Comity (1929) and Minneapolis Churches and Tha resulted 
Town and Country Areas (1924). These projects produced Comity Problems (1929). A grant made by the Institym prelimi 
the most extensive information available about the church for a study of union Christian colleges in the forei ssf ditions 
in town and country. The results of an intensive study of sion field resulted in a monograph published b the Fe Jerusal 
successful” rural churches were embodied in the vol- eign Missions Conference, New York entitled Th 0 
umes Tested Methods in Town and Country Churches ganization Set Up for the Control of Mission Unieai ag 
(1923) and Churches of Distinction in Town and Coun- Higher Institutions (1927). mit 
try (1923), both of which have been in demand at summer 3. Sociological Studi has 
schools for pastors and in theological seminaries. A study The A a 8 : : — 
of American agricultural villages, which will be referred 
to later, included a specialized study of local church union pee be location of 140 villages in various pany was m 
in rural America which was reported in the volume United follo ote 1 
Churches. An inquiry into degrees of “churching” in vari- (1927) ‘ll ( 
; ous types of rural areas was begun in the spring of 1928. of Ameri Villa illagers (1926), A Census Anolyigg eucat 
Studies of urban churches were begun with surveys of all swericon Villages (1925), . Village Commas in 
the Protestant churches in two cities—St. Louis in the tie Churches, cant 
West and Springfield, Mass., in the East. Both of these 
projects have very definitely influenced church policies in silage (1927), intend 
these cities. More recently, intensive studies were made The a oa wo to a general course in rural sociology =) 
of twenty-six churches, to discover the degree and manner was nok only one of the most 
of adjustment to the changing conditions of the modern ay 
city. A study of 1,041 city churches yielded a method of 
classifying churches by the scope and variety of their pro- t the States. tt added vey 
grams. These studies resulted in the following volumes: ots rr gion the village was previously a “greatm _ 
The St. Louis Church Survey (1924), The Springfield — A comprehensive study of rural immigrants, it of thec 
| Church Sereey (1996), One Thowsnd City Charches cluding an analysis of 45,000 cases of intermarriage amoy An 
(1926), The Church the Changing City (1927). A body {ral in three states, been. publish 
of new knowledge about the church in the city has thus A oa hpi yerebpredilegliren-tag 
— of in the life and atty 
The churches of a representative suburba i sneti 
studied in 1927- whe nineties, when it was a quiet trading center, to the timed Contr 
are available in manuscript at the Institute’s office. A be- Midd 
ginning has been made in an analysis of the activities of which 
employed church workers but no report has yet been pub- nificant as a pi oo 2 gage ge age in reli 
lished. An analysis is being made of the 1926 federal anthropolo 
Census of Religious Bodies, including considerable data Grants b Instit titled 
which will not be published by the government. A thorough tion of . surve vr th os possible the comp 
study of industrial villages with special reference to the Country Life i Chin he a | 
church is now in progress. Three other projects are about and ee Li “ 1927) en? eee ane, 
to be inaugurated: a study of significant Negro churches 4. Forei = ( ). by M; 
in both rural and urban areas, a comprehensive compara- ee sonia Th 
tive study of “city church planning,” and the effect on the The conditions surrounding Christian enterprises in tk ¢; 
rural church of changes in rural conditions during the last foreign mission field are considered sufficiently unlike thos x 
religious endeavor in the United States to justify 
2. Administration and Supervision of Religious Agencies title 
_ Several studies have been undertaken in order to throw tion of The Christian Occupation of China which was a 
light on the administration and supervision of religious compiled by a committee in China. The W orld Missionay = 
societies and institutions. A comparative study of the Atlas, covering all Protestant foreign missionary societis tl 
methods of rural organization used by the Y. M. C. A., and including certain information regarding Roman Cathe 2 Br 
Y. W. C. A., Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Camp Fire lic missions, was published in 1925. The basic plates ws! oy 
Girls, resulted in the volume How Shall Country Youth were the same as those contained in the Times Alas , 
Be Served (1926). Christian Literature in Moslem Lands (1923) comptisé 
_ The financial aid given by national home mission so- information gathered by missionaries in several Moslet an 
cieties to rural churches was studied on the basis of the areas. The Institute is informed that this publication Ii & R 
records of three of the national church boards and also of been made the basis of the literature policy of missional] Th 
the data gathered by the Institute in its rural studies, and agencies working in Moslem countries. eof tt 
was embodied in the booklet Home Mission Aid (1928). A study of Protestant benevolence in the United Stat me 
This pamphlet was widely used and has undoubtedly served entitled Trends in Protestant Giving, with particular rele? educe 
to concentrate attention upon needed changes in the na- ence to the trends in contributions to foreign missions, W% Unit 
ture and methods of home mission aid to rural churches. made at the request of the Foreign Missions Conferent twee 

[2] 


of North America and published in June, 1929. A study 
bf-missionary health and its bearing on withdrawals was 
peoun in 1928. The methods and accumulated experience 
of the Institute in the rural field in the United States were 
made available to the foreign missionary movement by the 
loan, in 1927, of the director of rural projects to the Inter- 
national Missionary Council. His investigations in Korea 
resulted in a monograph entitled Rural Korea (1928), a 
preliminary survey of economic, social and religious con- 
ditions (published later in Volume VI of the report of the 
Jerusalem meeting of the Council). 


§, Religious and Character Education 

A study of some 250 Sunday schools was embodied in 
the three volumes of the Indiana Survey of Religious Edu- 
cation (1923-24). A preliminary study of weekday re- 
ligious education by the Religious Education Association 
was made possible by a grant from the Institute, and the 
results were incorporated in Week-Day Religious Educa- 
tion (1922). Two studies have been made of theological 
education. One covering the seminaries attended mainly 
by white students in the United States and Canada was 
published under the title Theological Education in Amer- 
ica (1924). The other, covering seminaries conducted for 
Negroes, was entitled The Education of Negro Ministers 
(1925). A third study in this field, made independently, 
was published by means of a grant from the Institute, un- 
der the title, The Education of Christian Ministers in 
China (1925). In cooperation with the Conference of The- 
ological Seminaries of the United States and Canada the 
Institute is now making a more thorough and critical study 
of theological education. 

An attempt to develop methods of measuring moral 
qualities, known as the Character Education Inquiry, made 
at Teachers College, Columbia University (1924-1929), 
as been financed by means of a grant from the Institute. 
tudies in Deceit (1928) and Studies in Service and Self 
Control (1929) and The Organization of Character 
(forthcoming) all published by Macmillan, present the 
results of the study. This is a pioneering investigation, 
which, while highly technical, is considered by specialists 
in religious education to have the greatest significance. 
zationge A critical bibliography of literature for children, en- 
ubliete ttled A Guide to Character Training Literatures, is being 
mele “mpiled by professors at the University of Iowa, with 
com ‘Me assistance of a grant from the Institute. The first vol- 
ume, Fairy Tale, Myth and Legend (1928) was published 
by Macmillan. 

The results of an inquiry into the life and thought 
of undergraduates in twenty-three colleges and universi- 
tes, based chiefly on interviews with some 1,200 students, 
professors and others, were published in 1928 under the 
title Undergraduates. 

A study of educational standards and organization in 
‘ast China, undertaken in order to promote the coordina- 
ton of 80 high schools and six colleges, has been aided by 
a grant from the Institute. The latest reports indicate 
steady progress toward federation of the colleges. Mate- 
tal bearing on the interests of adolescent Chinese stu- 
dents has been incorporated in a manuscript now ready for 
publication, also financed by a grant from the Institute. 

6. Race Relations 

The Red Man in the United States (1923) is a review 

of the social, economic and religious conditions of the 
merican Indian tribes. In cooperation with a group of 

tducators and social students on the Pacific Coast of the 
mited States and Canada a survey of race relations be- 
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and 1925, and certain aspects of it followed up by sociolo- 
gists in universities of that region and Hawaii. The life 
stories of some 3,000 Oriental residents have been inter- 
preted with reference to the process of social assimilation, 
and the manuscript is ready for publication in two volumes. 
Negro Problems in Cities (1928) is a volume embody- 
ing the results of a study of certain aspects of Negro seg- 
regation in both Southern and Northern cities. 
7. Methods of Social Inquiry 


The accumulated experience of the Institute staff in the 
making of surveys has been compiled in two manuals, 
Surveying Your Community (1925), for students of socio- 
religious situations in rural districts, and How To Study 
the City Church (1928) for students of the urban church 
in its social setting. 

An earlier volume, Diagnosing the Rural Church 
(1924), advanced the thesis that the contributions of time 
to the local church constitute a more accurate basis of com- 
parison than either money contributions or membership 
figures. 

As a result of an inquiry regarding the need for social 
research in China (1925) grants were made for a few 
years by the Institute to foster the inauguration of a De- 
partment of Social Research in the China Foundation for 
the Promotion of Education and Culture at Peking. The 
first publication of that department was a Handbook on 
Social Investigation (in Chinese, 1927). Several later 
projects have dealt with labor and the cost of living in 
China. These publications may be secured through the 
China Foundation, Peking. 


GRANTS TO FosTER COOPERATION 


The grants made by the Institute to other agencies for 
the prosecution of research have already been mentioned. 
A number of other grants have been made for the promo- 
tion of cooperation and efficiency in religious enterprise. 
Among the recipients have been the International Mis- 
sionary Council, which includes representatives of prac- 
tically all the Protestant foreign missionary societies and 
of the churches in mission lands; the Missionary Con- 
gress of Latin America at Montevideo (1925); the Na- 
tional Christian Councils of Japan, India, Western Asia 
and Northern Africa; and the Home Missions Council. 
In the case of India the objective was a study of indus- 
trial conditions in order to make more effective the social 
efforts of the Christian forces. In China grants have been 
made to the China Christian Educational Association and 
to the National Christian Literature Association, the latter 
being an entirely indigenous enterprise. The concentration 
of the Institute on research, as already explained, will pre- 
clude further grants to other bodies for the “promotion of 
cooperation.” 


THE PUBLICATION AND UTILIZATION OF RESULTS 


The Institute has an enviable record among research 
organizations for the publicity it has received for some 
of its findings. The work of dissemination has been well 
done. There is a point beyond which popularization of 
original research appears to be impossible. The Institute’s 
publications are used by professors and students in col- 
leges and professional schools, by officers of religious or- 
ganizations, and by pastors and local religious leaders. 
They have also been used by writers for numerous maga- 
zines, and are found in many reference libraries. Alto- 
gether about 50,000 volumes have been distributed. _ 

Speaking broadly, the Institute has considered its func- 


. tion as a research body to be essentially fulfilled when it 
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has made an impartial interpretation of the data on any 
subject of inquiry, published the results and made efforts 
to bring the volume to the attention of the persons con- 
cerned. It has, however, arranged for the directors of 
projects to attend conferences of local and national lead- 
ers of the organizations most closely interested in a given 
study in order to insure a clear understanding of the data. 


List oF PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS 


Titles of the more recent publications of the Institute 
follow. Except when otherwise noted, the publishers are 
Doubleday, Doran and Company, Inc., New York, N. Y. 


How to Stupy THE City CHurcH. By H. Paul Douglass. With 
numerous charts and tables. 235 pp. 1928. Paper, $2.00 
_A practical manual for making all types of church surveys in 
cities. Designed particularly for city ministers, church executives 
and seminaries, 


Necro ProsLtEMs IN Cities. By Thomas Jackson Woofter, Jr. 

With charts and tables. 285 pp. 1928. $2.50. 

The results of a study conducted in a number of cities North 
and South, to ascertain conditions under which Negroes are living 
and some of the effects of the recent migration of rural Negroes 
to cities, 


THe CHURCH IN THE CHANGING Clty. | H. Paul Douglass. 
With charts and tables. 453 pp. 1927. $4.00. 
Case studies of churches in large cities that exhibit various 
types of adaptation to their environment. 


MINNEAPOLIS CHURCHES AND THEIR Comity ProsieMs. By Wilbur 
C. Hallenback. With charts and tables. 129 pp. 1929. 75 cents. 
Published by the Institute. 

The results of a study of comity problems among Protestant 
churches in Minneapolis. 


CuurcH Comity. By H. Paul Douglass. 181 pp. 1929. $2.50. 

The results of a first-hand, objective field study of comity as 
practiced by federations and councils of churches in 20 American 
cities and by the Massachusetts State Federation. 


UNbERGRADUATES. By R. H. Edwards, J. M. Artman, Galen M. 
Fisher. 400 pp. 1928. $4.00. 


A study of morale in 23 colleges and universities. 


IMMIGRANT FARMERS AND THEIR CHILDREN. By Edmund de S. 
Brunner. 227 pp. 1929. $2.75. 


A thorough investigation, including four case studies of immi- 
grant communities, 


AMERICAN AGRICULTURAL ViLLAGES. By Edmund de S. Brunner. 
Gwendolyn S. Hughes, Marjorie Patten. With charts and tables. 
326 pp. 1927. $3.50. 

The results of intensive field studies of 140 villages analyzing 
their economic, social and religious life and the inter-relationships 
of villages and open country. 


AMERICAN VILLAGERS. By C. Luther Fry. With charts and tables. 
201 pp. 1926. $2.50. 


An interpretation of federal census data that reveals the grow- 
ing importance of villages in the national life and shows what 
kind of people live in them. 


A Census ANALysIS oF AMERICAN ViLLaces. By C, Luther Fry. 
With tables, maps and diagrams. 165 pp. 1925. $2.50. 
A tabulation of the 1920 census data for each of 177 villages 
scattered over the United States. The first analysis ever made of 
the census data for villages. 


Unitep CuurcuHes. By Elizabeth R. Hoker. With diagrams. 306 
pp. 1926. $2.75. 

A study, made in connection with the village studies, of the 
development of local church union in rural America, showing the 
conditions that have led to union and describing the various types 
of united churches found. 


vee Communities. By Edmund de §S, Brunner. 244 pp. 1927. 
A semi-popular summarization of the preceding volumes of the 


series, together with eight selected case studies of individual 
villages. Appropriate for classroom use. 


1,000 City CuurcHEs: PHASES oF ADAPTATION TO Urpan’ fy, 
VIRONMENT. By H. Paul Douglass. With charts and 
380 pp. 1926. $4.00. 

Trends in the functions of urban churches. 


Tue Reticious EpucaTioN oF PrRoTesTANTS IN AN Awenicy 
CoMMOoNWEALTH. By Walter S. Athearn. With illustratiog 
charts and tables. 580 pp. 1923. $5.00. 

The first volume of The Indiana Survey of Religious Education, 
containing the factual data and the findings of the survey. 


Surveyinc Your Community. By Edmund de S. Brunner, Wit 
sr” tables and schedules. 109 pp. 1925. Paper, special prig 


A handbook of survey method as applied to socio-religioy 
surveys in rural districts. 


DiaGNosinc THE Rurat CHurcH: A Stupy 1n Meruop, By ( 
Luther Fry. With charts and tables. 234 pp. 1924. $1.50, 

_A pioneering book proposing new methods for analysis of 

ligious institutions. 

CuHurCHES oF DISTINCTION IN TowN AND Country. Edited 
Edmund de S. Brunner. Illustrated. 198 pp. 1923. $1.50, 


Testep MetHops IN AND Country CuHurcHes. By Edmui 
de S. Brunner. 173 pp. 1923. $1.25. 


Companion volumes that summarize the experiences of fort 
of the most successful rural churches in the United States, 
THe Town anp Country CHURCH IN THE UNrTeD Sratzs, 

Edmund de S. Brunner and H. N. Morse. 179 pp. 1923. $18 

A summary of the county surveys of the Institute. 


Pamphlets 
TRENDS IN Protestant Givinc. By Charles H. Fahs. 70 pp. 198, 
Paper, 75 cents. Published by the Institute. 
A comprehensive study that has already had wide use. 


Home Mission Arp. By C. Luther Fry. 48 pp. 1928. Paper, $ 
cents. 


An examination of the distribution of home mission aid by ce 
tain major denominations. Published by the Institute. 
An OUTLINE FoR A GENERAL Course IN Rurav Soctovocy, by 
Gwendolyn S. Hughes. 32 pp. 1927. Paper, 25 cents. 


An outline intended especially for teachers who desire to giv 
a general course in rural sociology. Published by the Institute, 


Volumes Available at Reduced Prices * 


Tue St. Louis CHurcu Survey. By H. Paul Douglass. Wit 
illustrations, charts and tables, 327 pp. 1924. Original price $i 
Now 75 cents. 


A comprehensive study of social and religious conditions. 


THe SprRincrIELD Cuurcu Survey. By H. Paul Douglass. Wit 
illustrations, charts and tables. 380 pp. 1926. Original price $l 
Now 75 cents, 


Study of religious and social life of the Massachusetts city. 


RELIGIous EpucATION SukVEY SCHEDULES. By Walter S. Atheatt 
271 pp. 1924. Original price $5.00. Now 75 cents. 
The third volume of The Indiana Survey of Religious Edut 

tion containing the schedules used in the survey. 

CHRISTIAN LITERATURE IN Mostem Lanps. Prepared by a Joitl 
Committee. With illustrations, maps and charts, 306 pp. 19 
Original price $3.50. Now 40 cents. 


Institute Studies Available from Other Publishers 


Mipptetown. By R. S. and H. M. Lynd. New York, Harcout 
Brace & Company. 550 pp. 1929. $5.00. 


A study in contemporary American culture. 


Stuptes in Deceit, By Hugh Hartshorne and M. A. May. Mi 
millan Company, New York. 306 pp. 1928. $4.50. 


Stupies 1n SERVICE AND SELF Controt. By Hugh Hartshort 
Mark A. May and Julius B. Miller. New York, Macmille 
Company. 599 pp. $2.75. 


Parts of the results of the extensive “Character Educatitt 
Inquiry.” 


* These titles must be ordered from the Institute. 
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